MAANDOOKYA UPANISHAD

First Mantra

I     Aum1, this sonant, is imperishable2;

All this 3, its near-expression4,
Past, present, future5 - -
All are Aumkaara6 itself;

And else7 beyond the trio8
Is Aumkaara too.

1. Aum - - Spiritual chant (pronounced 'Om') used univer-
sally in Hinduism.

2.  Imperishable - - ak^aram in the original. This word in
Sanskrit stands for indestructible, unalterable, a letter,
a word, a sound, a vowel and the syllable "Om" (^).

3.   All this - - All the perceivable world.

4.  Near - expression - - Limited manifestation of Aum.

5.  Past, present, future - - The gamut of all experiences and
happenings.

6. Aumkaara - - The term for intoned Aum.

7.  And else - - Everything else which survives all.

8. Beyond the trio - - Beyond the experience of the phenom
enal world in time and space, as well as beyond thought
and imagination.